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Some of the devotionals in this booklet were written during Thanksgiving 

break of 2018, while I was staying in the Neville House, part of the Kirtland 

Temple historic site operated by Community of Christ. My thanks to director 

Seth Bryant and other site staff for the opportunity to be in that space.  

No official endorsement of this booklet by Community of Christ or its staff is 

implied; these devotionals are an independent project.  



 

God with us: Jesus, Spirit, Temple 
 

“The virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they 

will name him Emmanuel ”—which means “God with us.”   

(Matthew 18:23) 

 

“God with us.” Traditionally, Christians have interpreted those words as 

referring to the Incarnation, the teaching that Jesus Christ was God made 

flesh—God living among human beings as a human being. This teaching is 

found in the New Testament (John 1:1-3, 14)  and is echoed, for those of us in the 

Latter Day Saint tradition, in the Book of Mormon (Mosiah 8:13-14, 28-29). 

According to this teaching, Jesus was God with us. Christmas is a celebration of 

the Incarnation:  

 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see. 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel.   

(“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 

 

The New Testament teaches that after Jesus died, rose again, and ascended 

into heaven, the Holy Spirit came to be with Jesus’s disciples in his place. Like 

Jesus, the Holy Spirit is God, according to Trinitarian Christian teaching—which 

includes early Latter Day Saint teaching (2 Nephi 13:32; Mormon 3:29; Doctrine and 

Covenants 17:5h)  and contemporary Community of Christ teaching (Sharing in 

Community of Christ, 3rd ed., p. 14). In this teaching, then, the Holy Spirit too is God 

with us. 

 

The theme “God with us” also finds expression in the biblical custom of 

temple-building. The Israelites built the Tabernacle in the wilderness, and later 

the Temple at Jerusalem, to be God’s dwelling place among them—a sign, in 

other words, that God was with them. In the New Testament, the Tabernacle 

and the Temple are used as symbols of the Incarnation: Jesus calls his body a 

temple (John 2:21), and John seems to allude to the Tabernacle when he says 

that the divine Word became flesh and “lived” among us (John 1:14), using a 

Greek word that implies, more precisely, living in a tent. Paul uses the Temple 

to symbolize the Holy Spirit in its role as God with us, telling disciples that they 

are God’s temple because the Spirit lives in them (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). 

 



 

Among the world’s Christians, the Latter Day Saint tradition has retained the 

custom of temple-building. Temples have developed different meanings and 

uses among different Latter Day Saint groups. But a fundamental symbolism 

from early in our tradition is that a temple serves, as in the Bible, as a “house of 

the Lord” and thus as a sign that God is present with the community of 

disciples (Doctrine and Covenants 94:4a-b). That symbolism applies as well to the 

Kirtland Temple as to the Temple in Independence, Missouri. The Temple is a 

sign of God with us. 

 

An Advent pilgrimage to the Temple 

 

This booklet contains a series of daily devotionals which I wrote for Advent 

2018—the Advent season preceding the 25th anniversary of the Community of 

Christ Temple in Independence, which will be celebrated in April 2019. The 

devotionals can be reused in other years, but you may find them especially 

meaningful for this anniversary year.  

 

The devotionals explore three intertwining themes: Jesus as God with us, the 

Holy Spirit as God with us, and the Temple as a sign of God with us. Over the 

four weeks of Advent, the devotionals tell a kind of sacred story by working 

through the following four concepts: 

 

1 God became human and lived on earth as Jesus. 

2 God continues to live on earth as the Holy Spirit, living in Jesus’s 

disciples. 

3 God, living in Jesus’s disciples, is working to transform human 

beings and all creation. 

4 The Temple reminds Community of Christ that God is with us, 

working through us to transform the world. 

 

Because the devotionals culminate with reflections on the meaning of the 

Temple, you might think of the series as an Advent pilgrimage that leads you, 

metaphorically, to the Temple in Independence. There, on Christmas Eve, you 

will celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Emmanuel, our God with us.  

 

The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 

the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in... 

(Malachi 3:1, as quoted in Handel’s Messiah) 



 

How to schedule the reflections 

 

The Advent season runs through the first four Sundays before Christmas. Thus 

Advent always consists of four Sundays. However, Advent rarely consists of 

four full weeks, because Christmas can fall on any day of the week after the 

fourth Sunday.  

 

This booklet contains enough devotionals in Week 4 to last you through the 

period between the fourth Sunday and Christmas Eve for any year in which you 

might reuse the booklet. This means that the booklet contains more 

devotionals in Week 4 than you will need for most years. Once Christmas Eve 

arrives, you can skip however many devotionals remain in Week 4 and jump to 

the final reflection in the booklet, written for Christmas Eve.  

 

In 2018, the fourth Sunday of Advent is December 23. Christmas Eve is the very 

next day, Monday. So for this year, you will skip nearly all the devotionals in 

Week 4, the week that focuses on the meaning of the Temple. If you want to 

reflect on those devotionals, I suggest the following schedule, which extends 

the devotionals into the days following Christmas Eve but falls one day of the 

week behind schedule (e.g., on Tuesday, you’ll go back to read the devotional 

labeled for Monday). 

 

On this day in 2018 Read this devotional 

Sunday, December 23 Week 4: Sunday 

Monday, December 24  Christmas Eve (end of the booklet) 

Tuesday, December 25 Week 4: Monday 

Wednesday, December 26 Week 4: Tuesday 

Thursday, December 27  Week 4: Wednesday 

Friday, December 28 Week 4: Thursday 

Saturday, December 29 Week 4: Friday 

 

I wish you a blessed Advent! 

 

John-Charles Duffy 

November 2018 

  



 

GOD WITH US  
 

 
 

WEEK 1 
 

God became human 

and lived on earth as Jesus. 

 

  



 

WEEK 1:  SUNDAY 
 

Matthew 1:18, 22-23  
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be: * 

 

Mary, his mother, was promised to Joseph; 

but before they had come together,  

she was made pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 

 

This was brought about  

in fulfillment of what the Lord had declared  

through the prophet: ** 

 

“Look! The virgin will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son, 

and they will name him Emmanuel ”— 

which means “God with us.” 
 
 
Reflection: 
 

If Christ is “God with us”—who is “us”? 

 

“Christ is God with __________.” 

What different kinds of “us” could I use to fill in that blank? What different 

groups or communities do I belong to? 

 

“Christ is God with my family.” 

“Christ is God with my coworkers.” 

“Christ is God with my congregation.” 

“Christ is God with my country.” 

“Christ is God with __________.” 

 

What do these statements mean? Do they ring true to me? 

 

  * Literally: This is the genesis 
of Jesus the Messiah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

** What follows is a quotation 
from Isaiah 7:14 (as 
translated into Greek). 

 

 

 

 



 

WEEK 1:  MONDAY 
 

Isaiah 9:6  
(fresh translation) 

 
A boy has been born to us! 

We have been given a son! 

He will be appointed to be our ruler, 

and these are the titles by which he will be known: 

 

Translation A: Translation B: 

Wondrously Wise, Layer of Wondrous Plans, 

Mighty God, Divine Champion,  

Eternal Father, Unfailing Provider, 

Peacemaking Leader! Shalom-making Ruler! 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

If I read these words, as Christians have traditionally done, as describing the 

birth of Christ—what do those titles mean when applied to Jesus?  

 

How meaningful do I find these particular titles as ways of thinking about 

Christ’s identity or mission? 

  



 

WEEK 1:  TUESDAY 
 

John 1:1-3, 14  
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
In the beginning, there was the Word. 

The Word was with God; 

the Word was God. 

 

Through the Word,  

all things came into being. 

 

The Word became flesh 

and lived* among us. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

The Word, who is God, becomes flesh. God comes and—in the original Greek—

pitches a tent among us. 

 

Why a tent? I assume we are meant to think of the Tabernacle—the tent that 

the Israelites built when they were traveling in the wilderness to be a dwelling 

place for God’s presence. As God lived with the Israelites in the Tabernacle, so 

too God lives with human beings by becoming incarnate in Jesus. 

 

But what else might it mean to think of Jesus as God living among us in a tent?  

 

A tent is a temporary dwelling. 

A tent is a dwelling used by someone who is on the move. 

A tent might be the dwelling of someone who is poor—although rich nomads 

used them, too. 

 

Do those ideas tell me something about Christ, or about what it means to be a 

follower of Christ? 

 

I close my eyes and imagine Christ living in a tent. What does his tent look like? 

Why is he living there rather than someplace else? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 * Literally: encamped,  
 pitched his tent 

 

 

 

 



 

WEEK 1:  WEDNESDAY 
 

Philippians 2:6-8   
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
Jesus Christ,  

although divine by nature,  

empties himself, 

taking the nature of a slave— 

 

becoming like human beings, 

appearing as a human being. 
 
 
Reflection: 
 

“Jesus Christ... empties himself, taking the nature of a slave.” 

 

How would those words be heard in a society where slavery was a living 

practice, not a relic of the past serving only as a metaphor? 

 

How would those words be heard by someone who was  a slave? 

 

I assume the point of using the word “slave” in this passage is that a slave was 

at the bottom of society. What would be a modern-day equivalent? Who in 

today’s world lives at the bottom of society? How else could I fill in this blank? 

 

“Jesus Christ, 

although divine by nature, 

empties himself, 

taking the nature of a __________.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

WEEK 1:  THURSDAY 
 

Mosiah 1:97-102    
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
The time is coming 

when the all-powerful Lord, who rules eternally, 

will come down from heaven 

and live among human beings in a mortal body.* 

 

He will go out among people, 

healing the sick, curing diseases of all kinds, 

and expelling the evil spirits that lodge in people’s hearts. 

 

He will experience temptation 

and physical pain: hunger, thirst, and fatigue. 

 

The Father of heaven and earth— 

the Creator of all things from the beginning!— 

will be called Jesus, 

and his mother’s name will be Mary. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

The Creator becomes part of the creation. 

The One who made us from the clay becomes a being of clay. 

 

As Jesus, God experiences the suffering of mortal life. 

In this way, God stands in solidarity with all who suffer. 

Through Jesus’s ministry, God seeks to heal and assist all who suffer. 

 

God stands in solidarity with the hungry.  

Who am I aware of, right now, who lacks sufficient food? 

 

God stands in solidarity with the thirsty.  

Who am I aware of, right now, who lacks sufficient drinking water? 

 

  
 
 
 * Original: in a tabernacle 

[literally: a tent, a dwelling 
place] of clay 

 

 

 



 

God stands in solidarity with the fatigued. 

Who am I aware of, right now, who is fatigued? 

 

God stands in solidarity with those who are in pain. 

Who am I aware of, right now, who is in pain? 

 

God stands in solidarity with those who experience temptation. 

Who am I aware of, right now, who struggles with unhealthy cravings or 

addictions? 

 

How can I  stand in solidarity with them? 

  



 

WEEK 1:  FRIDAY 
 

Mosiah 8:13-14    
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
Have the prophets not said 

that God will come down in person among human beings, 

taking on the form of a human being? 

 

Have they not also said 

that he would be oppressed and afflicted? 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

In becoming human, God went from being all-powerful to being vulnerable. 

 

I see Jesus’s vulnerability depicted in nativity scenes: a newborn baby, helpless, 

swaddled, cared for by attentive parents. It’s a tender, endearing kind of 

vulnerability. 

 

But I also see Jesus’s vulnerability depicted in a very different way in the scenes 

of his passion: a prisoner, mocked, beaten, whipped, stabbed, tortured to 

death. It’s a horrific, frightening kind of vulnerability. 

 

In what ways am I  vulnerable? On the other hand, in what ways do I enjoy the 

privilege of safety?  

 

In what ways do I hear Jesus calling me to do what he did—to give up the 

privilege of safety in order to share the vulnerability of people who are poor, 

oppressed, or afflicted? 

 

  



 

WEEK 1:  SATURDAY 
 

Alma 5:13, 19-22    
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
The time is not far off 

when the Redeemer will come and live among his people. 

 

He will be born at Jerusalem, to Mary,  

who will conceive him through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

He will suffer pains, afflictions, and temptations of every kind. 

Thus will be fulfilled the saying 

that he will take onto himself  

the pains and sicknesses of his people.* 

 

He will take onto himself their infirmities 

so that, as a being of flesh,  

he will be filled with compassion— 

so that, as a being of flesh, 

he will know how to aid his people in their infirmities. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

Here’s what I take from this passage:  

 

As an all-knowing being, God knows, perfectly, what each of us experiences, 

including what each of us suffers.  

 

But God was not content to know this by virtue of being all-knowing. God 

wanted to know it by virtue of actually being a human being, with his own 

experience of the limitations, and pains, and cravings of a mortal body. (I say 

“his  own experience” because, in this story, God experiences humanity in a 

male body.) 

 

How does this picture of the psychology, or personality, of God affect how I 

relate to God?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 * The saying referred to here is 

Isaiah 53:4-5. 

 

 

 

 



 

GOD WITH US  
 

 
 

WEEK 2 
 

God continues to live  

on earth as the Holy Spirit, 

living in Jesus’s disciples. 

 

  



 

WEEK 2:  SUNDAY 
 

John 13:33; 14:16-17   
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
My children, 

I have only a little longer to be with you. 

 

I will ask the Father, 

and he will send someone else to stand by you, 

who will stay with you forever: 

the Spirit of truth. 

 

The world does not see or know the Spirit.  

But you know it 

because it lives with you 

and will be in you. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

In the original Greek text, “you” is plural. Jesus makes this promise to his 

disciples collectively. The promise applies to me personally, but it does so 

inasmuch as I am part of the community of Jesus’s disciples.  

 

As Jesus’s disciples, we have the Spirit standing by us, staying with us, living in 

us. We do not see the Spirit, but we “know” it. How do I know the Spirit? How 

do I discern its presence with me or in me? 

  



 

WEEK 2:  MONDAY 
 

Romans 8:10-11, 15   
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
The Spirit is life. 

 

If God’s Spirit lives in you, 

then God, who raised Jesus Christ from among the dead, 

will give life to your mortal bodies as well, 

by means of the Spirit living in you. 

 

The Spirit you have received 

is not the spirit of a slave, 

who lives in fear. 

Rather, the Spirit you have received 

is the spirit of an adopted heir; 

that is why we call on God as “Abba! (Father!)” 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I have received the Spirit—the spirit of an adopted heir. I have received, in 

other words, the Spirit of Christ, of whom God’s voice proclaimed, “This is my 

Beloved Son.” Because Christ’s Spirit lives in me, I too am God’s Beloved. 

Whatever truth there may be in saying that I am God’s “servant,” today’s 

reading tells me that I am not  a servant or slave; I am an heir, the child of a 

doting Parent who is preparing a wonderful future for me.  

 

Last week, I reflected on another reading from Paul which said that in Christ, 

God took on the nature, or status, of a slave. Today’s reading says that God’s 

Spirit living in us gives us the opposite of a slave’s status. I feel that pairing 

those two passages gives me new insight into the Incarnation: God became a 

slave so that slaves could become God’s family. The birth we celebrate at 

Christmas makes possible the social leveling—the oneness and equality—that I 

was taught to call Zion.  
  



 

WEEK 2:  TUESDAY 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
Just as a body has many parts, 

yet its many parts are all one body, 

so too it is with Christ.  

 

When we were baptized, 

we were all immersed in the same Spirit 

and were all joined into one body. 

 

We were all given the same Spirit to drink. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

According to this passage, the Spirit is God with us in two different ways. 

 

When we were baptized, we were all immersed in the Spirit.  

Therefore, we are in the Spirit. 

 

The passage also says that we have all drunk the same Spirit. 

Therefore, the Spirit is in us. 

 

The Spirit is in us; we are in the Spirit.  

The Spirit is inside us; the Spirit is all around us. 

 

What does it mean to say that the Spirit is in me? 

What does it mean to say that the Spirit is all around me? 

What are those images supposed to make me feel, or think, or do? 
  



 

WEEK 2:  WEDNESDAY 
 

3 Nephi 8:30-41     
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
Jesus took the bread, broke and blessed it, 

and told the disciples to give it to the crowd.  

 

When the crowd had eaten and were filled, he said: 

“Do this in memory of my body. 

It will be a testimony to the Father 

that you always remember me; 

and if you always remember me, 

you will have my Spirit to be with you.” 

 

Then he told the disciples to give the wine to the crowd. 

They drank and were filled. 

 

Jesus said: 

“Do this in memory of my blood, 

to bear witness to the Father 

that you always remember me; 

and if you always remember me, 

you will have my Spirit to be with you.” 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

“They drank and were filled.” Those words remind me of yesterday’s reading 

from 1 Corinthians: “We were all given the same Spirit to drink.” 

 

I’m envisioning, in my head, a communion service of my congregation. As 

members of the congregation pick up the little pieces of bread, and drink the 

little glasses of grape juice, I imagine the bread and juice glowing with the 

presence of the Spirit.  

 

I imagine that glow entering congregation members as they ingest and 

swallow. The glow radiates out from their torsos to fill their entire bodies. I 



 

imagine them still glowing as they leave the service and get into their cars to 

go back out into the world. “You will have my Spirit to be with you...” 

 

What is the purpose of our having the Spirit with us, and in us, as we go back 

out into the world? 

  



 

WEEK 2:  THURSDAY 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 83:15a-c     
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
These words are directed to all in the church 

who are called by God to the ministry. 

 

I send you out to the world; 

and whenever someone gives you welcome, 

I will be there too. 

 

For I will go in front of you, 

I will be at your right and at your left, 

and my Spirit will be in your hearts. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

This passage paints a picture similar to what I read two days ago, in 1 

Corinthians: Christ is in me, and I am in Christ. Christ’s Spirit is in my heart—

and at the same time, Christ is in front of me and at both sides of me, all 

around me.  

 

I am in Christ; Christ is in me. Like Russian nesting dolls, except that Christ is 

both the doll just bigger than me and the doll just smaller than me.  

 

“I send you out to the world; and whenever someone gives you welcome, I will 

be there too.” How do I bring Christ into my interactions with others? 

 

  



 

WEEK 2:  FRIDAY 
 

Alma 12:112-113     
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
I am created in God’s image. 

 

I am called by God’s Spirit 

to teach what is just and true. 

 

A portion of that Spirit lives in me, 

giving me knowledge and power. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

How, and to whom, do I teach what is just? 

How, and to whom, do I teach what is true? 

 

How does the Spirit, living in me, give me knowledge? 

How does the Spirit, living in me, give me power? 

  



 

WEEK 2:  SATURDAY 
 

2 Corinthians 4:6-7      
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
God, who commanded light to shine out of darkness,*  
has now shone also in our hearts,  

lighting up within us 

the face of Jesus Christ, 

in which is revealed God’s glory. 

 

This divine light shining within our mortal bodies 

is like a treasure stored inside a plain clay jar. 

Thus there is no mistaking 

that this transcendent power is God’s, 

not our own. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

God says, “Let there be light”—and suddenly, from out of my heart, light is 

shining. The light is radiating from Jesus’s face, which is superimposed on my 

heart. 

 

“Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face...”    

 

I am a clay jar, lumpy and heavy, but fragile. Inside me, a light is shining—but 

it can be seen only if my lid is left open. 

 

Jesus—how do I open myself so that your light shining inside me can be seen? 

 

“O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray. 

Cast out our sin, and enter in. 

Be born in us today...”    
 

 * A reference to 
Genesis 1:3. 

 

 

 



 

GOD WITH US  
 

 
 

WEEK 3 
 

God, living in Jesus’s 

disciples, is working to 

transform human beings 

and all creation. 

 

  



 

WEEK 3:  SUNDAY 
 

Romans 8:15, 18-23    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
The Spirit that has come to live in you 

is the spirit of an adopted heir; 

that is why we call on God as “Abba! (Father!)” 

 

Whatever hardships we may experience in the present, 

I count them as nothing compared to the glory  

that will one day be revealed in us, God’s children. 

 

The whole creation waits, yearning, for that day, 

because the creation, too, 

will share the glory given to God’s children— 

freed, no longer enslaved to destruction. 

 

But for now, 

all things in creation go on groaning 

in their long, shared birth pains. 

 

We, too, still groan inside ourselves— 

even though the Spirit has begun to produce fruit in us— 

as we wait, longing,  

to receive the glory our Father has promised 

and to be freed, not only spiritually but also physically. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

The beginning of this excerpt was one of last week’s readings: the Spirit, living 

in us, makes us God’s heirs. This week’s reading tells me that being God’s heirs 

is not simply about God preparing a wonderful future for us human beings. 

The wonderful future God wants to bequeath to us is for all of creation—

although Paul seems to be saying that the transformation of creation depends 

on a transformation in human beings.  

 



 

Paul says that both creation and humanity groan as we wait to give birth to the 

new reality God has planned for us, a reality in which both creation and 

humanity are set free from the forces of destruction. In what ways do I hear 

creation groaning? In what ways do I hear humanity groaning? In what ways 

do I see creation and humanity being transformed—giving birth to God’s new 

reality? 

 

  



 

WEEK 3:  MONDAY 
 

John 14:12, 16-20; 15:4-5    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
Anyone who puts their faith in me 

will be able to do the same works that I have done. 

More than that— 

once I have gone to the Father, 

you will be able to do even greater works than I have done. 

 

I will ask the Father to send the Spirit of truth 

to stay with you forever. 

The Spirit lives with you 

and will be in you. 

 

I will not leave you orphaned; 

I am coming to you. 

In a little while, the world will no longer see me, 

but you will see me. 

You will know that you are in me  

and I am in you. 

 

Stay that way:  

you in me, and I in you. 

 

A branch cannot produce grapes 

if it is separated from the vine. 

I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Anyone who stays in me, and has me in them, 

will produce much fruit. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

This passage echoes a pattern I saw in last week’s readings: The Spirit in us, 

and we in the Spirit; Christ in us, and we in Christ. Today’s reading tells me that 

the point of being in Christ, and having Christ in us, is that Christ in us can 



 

work wonders in the world—greater works, he promises, than he was able to 

accomplish during his lifetime as a Galilean peasant.  

 

Jesus—I have taken you to live in me, and I have given myself over to be 

absorbed into you. Now what? What do you want to accomplish through me? 

What do I need to do to make that happen? Perhaps it would be better to ask: 

How do I let  you do through me what you want to do? 

 

It occurs to me, belatedly, that the “you” to whom Jesus speaks in the Greek 

original of these verses is plural. So the questions I just posed aren’t questions 

for myself alone. I need to be part of a community of disciples who are asking, 

collectively: Jesus, what do you want to accomplish through us ?  

  



 

WEEK 3:  TUESDAY 
 

Colossians 1:10-11, 27-28; 2:6-7, 18-19    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
May you live in a way  

that brings honor to the Lord— 

producing a plentiful harvest of good works, 

growing into a deeper relationship with God, 

being strengthened to the fullest through God’s glorious power. 

 

Christ is in you! 

The goal of our preaching and teaching 

is to give each person the guidance they need 

to grow fully into Christ.   

That is the work I sweat and struggle to carry out, 

using the energy that God, in his power, 

generates within me. 

 

Having received Jesus Christ inside you, 

continue to live rooted in him. 

 

Hold tightly to Christ: 

he is the head. 

Only if the head and the body are bound together, 

by the tendons and nerves and nourishing blood vessels, 

can God make the body grow. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I see in my mind my congregation seated together in the sanctuary on a 

Sunday. Then the picture morphs, and now we are in Palestine, dressed in first-

century clothing, seated on the ground at the feet of Jesus as he teaches us. 

 

As he speaks, and as we listen, vines begin to grow from the place where he is 

sitting. He pays no attention to them as they wrap around his arms and legs 

and waist. He goes on teaching, and the vines go on growing. They extend out 



 

among us, the congregation, wrapping around us, binding us to Jesus and to 

one another. 

 

Now, dreamlike, the image morphs again. The vines become tendons, and 

nerves, and blood vessels. We are turning into a human body. Jesus turns into 

the head, and the head bears Jesus’s face, and we, the congregation are the 

rest of his body. We—the congregation, plus Jesus—have fused together to 

become another Jesus, who has replaced the first Jesus, the one who we, the 

congregation, were all sitting listening to. 

 

Then this new Jesus—who is all of us—gets up and travels through villages and 

towns, and modern suburbs and cities, healing the sick, and feeding the 

hungry, and binding up the brokenhearted, and proclaiming the good news of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

Jesus— 

You are the source of energy within us. 

You are the life force that makes us grow.  

And you are what we are growing into. 

  



 

WEEK 3:  WEDNESDAY 
 

Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 2:13    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
This is my conviction: 

that God will bring to completion 

the good work he has begun in you. 

 

This is my prayer: 

that your love will constantly overflow 

and that Jesus Christ will cause goodness 

to grow within you until it fills you. 

 

The works you do  

are done by God working in you, 

inspiring you to will and to act  

in ways that carry out his purposes. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

What are  the works I do, which are God working in me, inspiring me to will 

and act in ways that carry out God’s purposes? To whom does my love 

currently flow? To whom else could it flow yet further? 

 

I turn today’s scripture reading into a prayer: 

 

God— 

Bring to completion  

the good work you have begun in me. 

 

May my love constantly overflow. 

May Jesus Christ cause goodness 

to grow within me until it fills me. 

 

In Christ’s name I pray. 

Amen. 

With whom else might I 

pray this prayer, reading 

“us” in place of “me”?  

My family?  

My congregation? 
 



 

WEEK 3:  THURSDAY 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 163:2b, 3a    
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
Restoring people to healthy relationships  

with God, others, themselves, and the earth  

is at the heart of the purpose of your journey  

as a people of faith. 

 

You are called to create pathways in the world  

through which the peace that is found in Christ  

can be made incarnate 

in relationships and in cultures. 

 

Where Christ’s vision is embodied  

in communities of generosity, justice, and peace— 

there is the Zion you have been longing for. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

In that stable in Bethlehem,  

God became incarnate— 

in other words, embodied.  

 

Now Christ lives in me,  

by virtue of his Spirit living in me.  

In that sense,  

Christ is incarnate, or embodied, in me. 

 

I am called— 

or rather, I am part of a community of disciples who are called— 

to find ways to make Christ’s peace incarnate,  

to make Christ’s peace physically manifest,  

in people’s relationships  

and in their cultures, their ways of living. 

 



 

I am called— 

or rather, I am part of a community of disciples who are called— 

to create communities  

where generosity is embodied, or incarnated, in action, 

where justice is embodied, or incarnated, in action, 

where peace is embodied, or incarnated, in action. 

 

In this way,  

the Zionic vision that Christ taught  

becomes embodied, or incarnate,  

in communities of living people. 

 

The Incarnation didn’t happen and end  

in that stable in Bethlehem.  

The Incarnation is an ongoing process,  

which I am helping to make happen. 

 

  



 

WEEK 3:  FRIDAY 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 164:9b    
(fresh rendering) 

 
God desires to transform you— 

to transform you spiritually, as individuals, 

and to transform your relationships. 

 

It is natural for you to be afraid of transformation. 

But your willingness to live in sacred community, 

as Christ’s new creation, 

must be greater than your fear. 

Only then will you become who you are called to be. 

 

You are called to make, 

and then to steadfastly hold on to, 

God’s covenant of peace in Jesus Christ. 

Your wholehearted response to that call 

will make possible the rise of Zion the beautiful, 

Christ’s peaceful kingdom.  

 
 
Reflection: 
 

Reading these words during Advent, I hear in the reference to “Christ’s 

peaceful kingdom” an echo of Isaiah 9:6-7. “To us a child is born... The 

government will be upon his shoulder... Of the increase of his government and 

peace there will be no end... to establish his kingdom with justice forever...” 

 

Today’s reading from Doctrine and Covenants tells my faith community that 

our wholehearted response to God’s call will make possible the rise of the 

kingdom promised in Isaiah. God is calling us to enter a covenant of peace, to 

live in sacred community, and to be a new creation—which will require us to be 

transformed. 

 

What transformations do I need to make in order to respond to God’s call? 

What frightens me, or makes me uneasy, about those transformations? 



 

WEEK 3:  SATURDAY 
 

Ephesians 3:16-17, 20    
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
I pray  

that God will strengthen and empower you 

through his Spirit within you; 

that Christ will live in your hearts; 

that you will be firmly rooted in love. 

 

God’s power, working in us, 

can accomplish far more than we realize. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I’m going to repeat Paul’s prayer as my own. Paul uses the plural “you,” so I 

won’t just be praying for myself. I need to decide who else to fill in the blank 

with. My family? My congregation? Other groups or communities with whom I 

collaborate in ministry?   

 

I pray 

that God will strengthen and empower  

me and __________  

through his Spirit within us. 

 

I pray that Christ will live in our hearts.*  
I pray that we will be firmly rooted in love. 

 

I have faith, God, 

that your power, working in us, 

can accomplish far more than we realize. 

 

In Christ’s name I pray.  

Amen. 

  

 * How silently,  

  how silently 

 the wondrous gift is given. 

 So God imparts  

  to human hearts 

 the blessings of his heaven. 

 No ear may hear his coming; 

 but in this world of sin, 

 where meek hearts will  

  receive him, still  

 the dear Christ enters in. 

               (“O Little Town of Bethlehem”) 

 

 

 

 



 

GOD WITH US  
 

 
 

WEEK 4 
 

The Temple reminds 

Community of Christ  

that God is with us,  

working through us  

to transform the world. 

 
 

Use as many of this week’s reflections as 

needed to cover the period between the fourth 

Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. Then 

skip to the end of the booklet to read the 

reflection for Christmas Eve. 

  



 

WEEK 4:  SUNDAY 
 

Exodus 25:1-2, 8     
(fresh translation) 

 
God said to Moses: 

 

Tell the Israelites to take up an offering for me. 

Accept contributions to my offering 

from anyone who feels moved to give. 

 

Have the people build for me a sacred place 

where I can live among them. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I am an Israelite, traveling with my people through the desert after having fled 

from slavery in Egypt. Wherever we pitch camp, we erect the sacred tent, the 

Tabernacle, at the center of the camp. I see the Tabernacle, and I am reminded 

that God, too, is traveling with us, living in a tent like us. I am reminded that I 

am part of a people who have entered a covenant relationship with God. I see 

the Tabernacle, and I am reminded that God is with us. 

 

I am a 21st-century Christian. At Christmastime, I and other Christians adorn 

our homes and churches with nativity scenes, depicting Mary, Joseph, the 

shepherds, and the Magi, adoring the Christ child in the manger. I see these 

nativity scenes, and I am reminded that God became flesh and lived among 

us—“pitched his tent” among us, according to the literal meaning of the Greek 

text for John 1:14. I see nativity scenes, and I am reminded that God is with us. 

 

I am a member of Community of Christ. Twenty-five years ago, my faith 

community erected a temple in Independence, Missouri, where the founders of 

our movement had dreamed of building a “house of the Lord,” inspired by the 

Tabernacle and the Temple built by the Israelites in Bible times. I see the 

Independence Temple, and I am reminded that I am part of a community of 

Christ’s disciples who are working with God to bring about God’s vision for 

creation. I see the Temple, and I am reminded that God is with us.  



 

WEEK 4:  MONDAY 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 94:3a, 4a-b     
(excerpted; fresh rendering) 

 
It is my will  

that my people should use their tithing 

to build a house for me. 

 

If my people build a house for me, 

my glory will descend on it, 

and my presence will be there. 

 

I will come into it— 

and so all who come into it  

with hearts made clean 

will see God.* 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I envision in my mind a stable in Bethlehem. It is night. Inside the stable, a 

woman can be heard crying out in labor. A shining cloud descends silently 

onto the stable, like the pillar of cloud that descended on the Tabernacle when 

God took residence there. The woman gives a final cry; there is a moment of 

silence, followed by the wail of a newborn infant. The cloud dissipates, but a 

star remains suspended above the stable roof, sending down a beam of light 

to mark the sacred spot. Shepherds approach, reverently, as if entering a 

temple. For those who have eyes to see it, God has come into this place.  

 

I envision in my mind the Temple in Independence. A shining cloud descends 

onto it, like the pillar of cloud that descended on the Tabernacle when God 

took residence there. The cloud sinks through the roof, filling the space 

within—and then rays of light shoot out from the Temple in every direction, 

lighting up Community of Christ meetinghouses and congregations across the 

globe. For those who have eyes to see it, God has come among us, 

empowering us, energizing us to carry out Christ’s mission throughout the 

world. 

 
 * Original: all the pure in 

heart that shall come into it 

shall see God. (A clear 

allusion to Matthew 5:8; 

perhaps as well, a subtle 

allusion to Psalm 24:3-4.) 

 

 

 



 

WEEK 4:  TUESDAY 
 

Isaiah 6:1-3, 8      
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
I saw the Lord sitting on a throne  

elevated high above the floor, 

wearing a robe so long and wide 

that it filled the temple. 

 

He was waited on by fiery beings,  

each with six wings. 

The fiery beings called out to one another: 

“The Lord is holy, holy, holy! 

His glory has filled the whole earth!” 

 

I heard the Lord say: 

“Whom will I send?  

Who will go for us?” 

 

I said: 

“I am here—send me!” 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I imagine myself standing in the sanctuary in the Temple at Independence, 

where the Daily Prayer for Peace is held, with the organ and the spiral ceiling. I 

am seeing there what Isaiah saw in the Temple at Jerusalem: God enthroned, 

the gigantic robe, the fiery seraphim. I hear God say, in a booming voice, “Who 

will go for us?” “I am here!” I call out in reply. “Send me!” 

 

I imagine myself kneeling by the manger in the stable at Bethlehem. I look into 

the face of the baby, which is the face of God made flesh. Maybe he’s sleeping, 

exhausted from the delivery. Or maybe he’s awake, absorbing all the strange 

new sights with wide, blinking eyes. I lean close over him. “I am here,” I 

whisper. “Send me.” 

  



 

WEEK 4:  WEDNESDAY 
 

Ezekiel 43:1-7; 47:1-12       
(excerpted and paraphrased; fresh translation) 

 
My guide led me to the east gate of the temple’s outer court. 

Looking out, I saw God’s glory moving in from the east. 

It made a sound like the roar of floodwaters 

and lit up the earth. 

 

The Lord’s glory came in through the east gate 

and filled the temple. 

I heard a voice from inside the temple say: 

“This is the place where I plant my feet. 

I will live here, among the people of Israel, forever.” 

 

From underneath the temple, water began to flow. 

It ran across the outer court and out through the east gate. 

My guide led me east, away from the temple,  

following the water’s path. 

The water kept rising—first as high as my ankles, 

then my knees, then my waist, and higher still, 

until it had become a deep, rushing river. 

We stood on the riverbank. 

There were suddenly many trees lining both sides of the river. 

 

My guide told me: 

“This river will flow down into the Dead Sea 

and turn the saltwater into freshwater. 

Every land through which the river flows 

will teem with animal life; 

every body of water into which the river flows 

will be healed and filled with fish.  

Wherever the river flows, everything will live. 

 

Along its banks, all kinds of fruit trees will grow. 

Their leaves will never wither, 

and they will produce fruit all year round. 



 

Their fruit will be good to eat, 

and their leaves will be useful as medicine.” 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

I hold in my mind an aerial view of the Temple in Independence. World 

Conference is in session; and although I can’t see it because I’m hovering in the 

air outside the building, I know that inside the Temple sanctuary, a worship 

service is being held. Members of Community of Christ from all over the world 

are gathered there. 

 

I hear a sound like the roar of floodwaters. I look east and see an enormous, 

shining cloud hovering low above the earth, moving towards the Temple. The 

cloud envelopes the Temple, then passes inside through the roof and walls. 

The Temple begins to glow. 

 

The great bronze doors open, and the crowd of worshippers inside the Temple 

stream out of the sanctuary, down the outer steps, across the plaza designed 

to look like a world map. As I watch, the crowd morphs into a literal stream, a 

river of healing water. The river continues to gush out of the Temple, 

seemingly inexhaustible. It floods the entire area surrounding the Temple, then 

keeps flowing out in every direction. 

 

God—  

Make us, Community of Christ, a healing flood,  

flowing out from the Temple to lands near and far. 

Wherever we go, may life flourish. 

  



 

WEEK 4:  THURSDAY 
 

John 2:13-21        
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
Jesus went to Jerusalem. 

In the temple,  

he saw the merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves 

and the money changers seated at their stations. 

 

Using a whip he had made out of ropes, 

he drove the sheep and cattle out of the temple. 

He spilled the money changers’ coins 

and knocked down their tables. 

He said to the dove sellers, 

“Get these out of here!  

Don’t make my Father’s house a place of business!” 

 

People challenged him: 

“What right do you have to do this? 

Show us a sign!” 

 

He replied: 

“Demolish this temple, 

and within three days I will raise it back up.” 

 

They scoffed: 

“This temple took 46 years to build— 

yet you can raise it up in three days?” 

 

But the temple he was speaking of 

was his body. 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

Christ’s body was a temple  

because God lived in it. 



 

I am a member of Christ’s body. 

I am a stone in God’s temple. 

 

“The Temple calls the entire church  

to become a sanctuary of Christ’s peace,  

where people from all nations, ethnicities, and life circumstances  

can be gathered into a spiritual home  

without dividing walls.” 

(Doctrine and Covenants 163:8c) 

 

What can I do better,  

to help make Community of Christ a sanctuary  

for people from all backgrounds? 

 

In other words:  

What can I do better,  

to be a stone in God’s temple? 

 

  



 

WEEK 4:  FRIDAY 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:15, 19        
(excerpted; fresh translation) 

 
Do you realize 

that you, collectively, are God’s temple? 

It’s true—because God’s Spirit lives in you all. 

 

God’s temple is sacred;  

and therefore you all,  

because you are God’s temple, 

are a sacred community. 

 

Do you realize 

that your bodies 

are parts of Christ’s body? 

 

Do you realize,  

each of you, 

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 

which God has given to be in you? 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

A temple. A body.  

Both metaphors have a basic meaning in common:  

Temples and bodies are both places where spirit/Spirit lives. 

 

What is different about the meanings each metaphor communicates?  

 

I feel that the metaphor of the body (we are the body of Christ; God’s Spirit 

lives in our bodies) better captures the idea that God lives in us in order to 

work through us. Bodies are active. They move. They go places. They do things. 

They make things. They speak. They reach out. They touch people.  

 

Temples, unlike bodies, do not move, or act, or speak; they just sit there. But 



 

because God lives in them, temples are sacred. Perhaps, then, the metaphor 

that we are a temple better communicates the idea that we must be treated—

all of us—as sacred, as beings of great worth, requiring reverence and care. 

 

That’s what I see in these metaphors.  

What about you? What do you see?    

  



 

CHRISTMAS  EVE 
 

Malachi 3:1        
(fresh translation) 

 
The Lord, for whom you have been waiting, 

is coming to his temple. 

He will arrive without warning. 

 

He is coming to renew the covenant. 

How eagerly you watch for him! 

 

Look! There he is! 

 
 
Reflection: 
 

Lord— 

You have come to your temple. 

 

The infant body cradled in Mary’s arms is your temple,  

because you are in it. 

The stable that shelters you has become your temple,  

because you are in it. 

The whole world has become your temple,  

because you are in it. 

 

My body is your temple,  

because you are in me. 

My congregation is your temple,  

because you are in us. 

Community of Christ is your temple,  

because you are in us. 

 

Shine in us. Speak through us. Work through us. 

 

You are with us. To God be glory! On earth be peace! 
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